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landlord with not fulfilling the just expectations of the State.
It would have been fair if we had extended our enquiry beyond
the creatures of ^ the Perpetual Settlement to those of the
land systems of the other provinces, and endeavoured to
ascertain the extent to which they had fulfilled public ex-
pectations.

If Socialism is in reality to be the basis of our domestic policy,
let property be interdicted without any exception or condition at%
all; for, do what we may, it is impossible to effect a compromise
between large property and no-property, and to elect in favor of
small property as the golden mean. The policy of compromise
has failed hopelessly ; we have ruined the owners of useful pro-
perty, without raising the serf, who had nothing but his labor to
depend upon, to the status of a landed proprietor. The private
wealth which we melted down with so much care has not reap-
peared, as our statesmen flattered themselves it would ; but who
can deny that its destruction has neither improved the social
condition of the oppressed ryot, nor increased the revenue of
Government? We have destroyed that class of men in whose
enterprise was our best guarantee for the progress of society, and
to fill up their places we have raised a large body of avaricious
speculators with but a temporary interest in the land of the
country, and we have also constructed that cumbrous official
machinery, which seems to us to have been specially contrived for
the absorption of Government revenue.

Madras, whence nobles and capitalists have alike disappeared,
presents a spectacle for which even the most devoted advocate of
socialism was not prepared. Lord Harris admits all that can be
said against the Ryotwary system when he declares, that innumer-
able small holdings must necessitate poverty and social degrada-
tion. Even in his zeal for a favourite theory his lordship was
struck with the fact that e active measures of improvement on an
'extensive scale, did not exist in Madras5. It would have been
too much for his lordship to confess that in, the Madras Presiden-
cy we had realised the very ideal of our land policy, but that
such was the case may be safely inferred from the fact that
the Byotwary cultivators have not the means to incur, with
any chance of success, the risks and liabilities of an ordi-
narily long lease. With all the influence of a powerful Govern-
ment arrayed against Mm, with social prejudices to combat-, and
with the suspicious attention of the judiciary fixed upon him
the capitalist abided his time and successfully asserted his right
against an, opposition which was directed not more against